
WELCOME!  to St. John the Divine Anglican Church. We are glad to have you with 
us, whether you are just passing through or looking for a new church home. It is our 
hope that you experience the love of Christ and His presence as well as the Holy 
Spirit during the worship. 

If you have never worshiped in an Anglican Church before, do not be surprised if, at 
first, you are confused by all the books and bulletins we use. Feel free to just sit, listen
and observe. Anglicans worship in a style called “Liturgy” using set forms, prayers, 
and ‘calls and responses’ found in our Book of Common Prayer - much of which goes
back to the earliest Christian worship, and even to the Old Testament and pre-
Christian Jewish worship. Very little of Anglican worship has less than four centuries 
of Christian use behind it.

To help you participate in our worship, here are a few guidelines:

COMMUNION:  All persons who have been baptized with water in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, have been admitted to Holy 
Communion in the own church, are welcome to share in the Holy Eucharist. We are 
all called to repent of our sins and to approach the Holy Communion as an expression 
of the Real Presence of Jesus Christ. Many visitors who desire on this occasion to 
receive Communion with us find in it the means to strengthen their life within the 
Christian family and their participation in the church to which they belong, as we pray
and work that God’s Church may be one. If you do not wish to receive communion, 
you may come to the rail with your arms crossed over your chest and the Priest will 
give you a blessing.

UNCTION: Everyone has the opportunity to come forward to receive the Holy 
Sacrament of Unction for themselves or for someone else. The priest will ask for your
prayer request and will then lay hands on you and anoint you as he prays.

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER: We follow the 2019 Book of Common 
Prayer. These booklets are made available until such time books may be ordered.

RED CROSS (✠) and other annotations: Throughout this service booklet you will 
see text bolded at the appropriate time where the people respond or recite prayers 
collectively with the Priest. Additionally, you will a red cross and other annotations in
red. These are not essential to the worship service, but are marked at the appropriate 
places to make the sign of the cross, stand or kneel at the appropriate time.



THE HOLY EUCHARIST
 Renewed Ancient Text

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS

When circumstances permit, the Congregation may gather at a place apart from the church, so 
that all may go into the church in procession. Palms or other branches to be carried in the 
procession may be distributed to the people as they arrive, or after the prayer of blessing. 

The following or some other suitable anthem is said or sung.

Celebrant:  Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 

People: Blessed ✠ is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
             Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant then greets the people and gives a brief introduction, inviting them to participate 
in the celebration using these or other similar words

Dear brothers and sisters, from the beginning of Lent until now we have been 
preparing our hearts by repentance and self-sacrifce. Today, with the whole 
Church, we herald the beginning of the celebration of the Paschal Mystery. On 
this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as King 
with palms and shouts of praise. Today we greet him as our King, though we 
know his crown was a crown of thorns, and his throne a Cross. 

Therefore, I invite you to follow our Lord this Holy Week, from his triumphal 
entry, through his suffering and death, to the glory of his resurrection. 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with your spirit. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may 
enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People:  Amen.

All standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Triumphal Entry Gospel, first saying 



Deacon:  The Holy Gospel ✠ of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

And when [Jesus and his disciples] drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will fnd an ass 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If any one says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and he will send 
them immediately.” This took place to fulfll what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble,
and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass.” The disciples went 
and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the ass and the colt, and put 
their garments on them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their 
garments on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, all the 
city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us pray. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was hailed as King by those who 
spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Sanctify these 
branches with your blessing, we humbly pray, that they may be for us signs of 
his victory. Grant that we who bear them in his Name may ever hail him as our
King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People:  Amen.

The opening anthem may be repeated. 

Celebrant:  Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 



People:  Blessed ✠ is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.
              Hosanna in the highest.

THE PROCESSION & ENTRANCE

Deacon:  Let us go forth in peace. 

During the procession all hold palms or branches, and appropriate hymns or anthems are sung, 
such as “All glory, laud and honor” and Psalm 118:19-29. 

Psalm 118: 19-29

19.  Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the LORD.

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; *
he who is righteous may enter."

21.  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.

22.  The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.

23.  This is the LORD'S doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24.  On this day the LORD has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25.  Hosanna, LORD, hosanna! *
LORD, send us now success.

26.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; *
we bless you from the house of the LORD.

27.  God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; *
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

28.  "You are my God, and I will thank you; *
you are my God, and I will exalt you."

29.  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

At a suitable place, the procession may halt while the following, or some other appropriate 
Collect, is said by the Celebrant

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but frst he suffered 
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucifed: Mercifully grant that 
we, walking in the way of the Cross, may fnd it none other than the way of life
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. . 

People:  Amen.

The Celebrant continues

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with your spirit. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, in your tender love for us you sent your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon himself our nature, and to suffer death upon 
the Cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we 
may walk in the way of his suffering, and come to share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People:  Amen.

A Reading (Lesson) from the Book of Isaiah [45: 21 – 25]

Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this 
long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LorD? And there is no other 
god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me.“Turn 
to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other. By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness 
a word that shall not return:‘To me every knee shall bow,every tongue shall 
swear.’ only in the LorD, it shall be said of me, are righteousness and strength; 
to him shall come and be ashamed, all who were incensed against him. In the 
LorD all the offspring of Israel shall triumph and glory.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 22: 1 – 11 

1.  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress?

 2.  O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *
by night as well, but I fnd no rest.
 

 3.  Yet you are the Holy One, * 
enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
 

 4.  Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 
they trusted, and you delivered them.

 5.  They cried out to you and were delivered; *
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.
 

 6.  But as for me, I am a worm and no man, *
scorned by all and despised by the people.
 

 7.  All who see me laugh me to scorn; *
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
 

 8.  "He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; *
let him rescue him, if he delights in him."
 

 9.  Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, *
and kept me safe upon my mother's breast.

10.  I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; *
you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb.

11.  Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *
and there is none to help.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

A Reading (Lesson) from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians [2: 5 - 11]

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself and 
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly



exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

The customary responses before and after the Gospel are omitted. 

The Passion ✠ of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
The Congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion. All stand at the verse that 
mentions the arrival at Golgotha (Matthew 27:33, Mark 15:22, Luke 23:33). All may kneel in 
silence after the verse that mentions Christ’s death (Matthew 27:50, Mark 15:37, Luke 23:46). 

THE SERMON

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN

All kneeling as able , the Deacon or other person appointed says the following

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Silence

Most merciful God,we confess that we have sinned against you 
       in thought, word, and deed,
       by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
       we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
       have mercy on us and forgive us;
       that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
       to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop or Priest stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confrm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 



Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People:  Amen.

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS

The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16T

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.

1 Timothy 1:15

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world.

1 John 2:1-2T

WELCOME

THE OFFERTORY

Offer to God a sacrifce of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most
High.

The Celebrant continues with the blessing over the bread and wine.

After the blessing, the Celebrant continues

THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings fow; 
       Praise him, all creatures here below; 
       Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
       Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Celebrant continues



Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the 
Kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from
you, O Lord, 

People: And of your own have we given you. 

THE SURSOM CORDA

CELEBRANT: The Lord be with you.

People:  And with your spirit.

CELEBRANT:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

CELEBRANT:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the Cross, 
that he might draw the whole world to himself; and by his suffering and death 
he became the author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever  sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name.

THE SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Host
    heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
        Hosanna in the highest.
     Blessed ✠ is he that comes in the name of the Lord.
        Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues



THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infnite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became fesh and dwelt among us. In 
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confdence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” ✠
as the host is raised.

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” ✠ as the chalice  is raised.

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifce of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify ✠ us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may 
dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 



Father, now and for ever.  

People: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

The Celebrant then says 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Celebrant and People together pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven. .
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those
   who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
   and the power, and the glory,
   for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION

The Celebrant continues

And the Word became fesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we 
have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

Celebrant and People together may say 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies.

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but 
you are the same Lord whose character is always to have mercy. 



Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the fesh of your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his
body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE AGNUS DEI

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
     grant us thy peace.

Celebrant continues

Behold the lamb of God,  behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed ✠ are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

THE MINISTRATION HOLY COMMUNION
The Celebrant receives communion in both kinds while others receive only in one kind

ACT OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION

Use when one is unable to attend Mass

The Celebrant continues

In Union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church where thy 
blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer thee 
praise and thanksgiving.  I believe that thou art truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, I beseech 
thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself unto thee, and embrace 
thee with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from thee. 
Let me live and die in thy love. Amen.

Come Lord Jesus, dwell in thy servant in the fulness of thy strength, in the 
perfection of thy ways, and in the holiness of thy spirit, and rule over every 
hostile power in the might of thy Spirit, and to the glory of thy Father. Amen.

May the Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my body and soul 
unto everlasting life. Amen.



THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, with the people kneeling as able, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People together say the following, 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives this or an alternate blessing

Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they 
may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind; through 
Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God Almighty, ✠ the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

People:  Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

The Deacon, or the Priest, may dismiss the People with these words

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People:  Thanks be to God.

After all candles have been extinguished, all clergy and acolytes process out.

THE BENEDICTION

All praised, blessed, hallowed and adored be Jesus Christ upon his throne of 
glory in heaven, in the most holy sacrament of the altar, and in the hearts of his
all faithful people on earth.  May the souls of the faithful departed ✠ through 
the mercies of God rest in peace,

People:  and let light perpetual shine upon them. Amen.


